AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§478.116

exclusive use while on official duty in
the United States, and such firearms
and unexpended ammunition are taken
back out of the territorial limits of the
United States by such foreign military
personnel when they leave the United
States;

(3) Official representatives of foreign
governments who are accredited to the
U.S. Government or are en route to or
from other countries to which accred-
ited, and such firearms and unexpended
ammunition are taken back out of the
territorial limits of the United States
by such official representatives of for-
eign governments when they leave the
United States;

(4) Officials of foreign governments
and distinguished foreign visitors who
have been so designated by the Depart-
ment of State, and such firearms and
unexpended ammunition are taken
back out of the territorial limits of the
United States by such officials of for-
eign governments and distinguished
foreign visitors when they leave the
United States; and

(5) Foreign law enforcement officers
of friendly foreign governments enter-
ing the United States on official law
enforcement business, and such fire-
arms and unexpended ammunition are
taken back out of the territorial limits
of the United States by such foreign
law enforcement officers when they
leave the United States.

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of
paragraphs (d) (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) of
this section, the Secretary of the
Treasury or his delegate may in the in-
terest of public safety and necessity re-
quire a permit for the importation or
bringing into the United States of any
firearms or ammunition.

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D.
ATF-58, 44 FR 32367, June 6, 1979; T.D. ATF-
270, 53 FR 10500, Mar. 31, 1988; T.D. ATF-471,
67 FR 5426, Feb. 5, 2002]

§478.116 Conditional importation.

The Director shall permit the condi-
tional importation or bringing into the
United States or any possession thereof
of any firearm, firearm barrel, ammu-
nition, or ammunition feeding device
as defined in §478.119(b) for the purpose
of examining and testing the firearm,
firearm barrel, ammunition, or ammu-
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nition feeding device in connection
with making a determination as to
whether the importation or bringing in
of such firearm, firearm barrel, ammu-
nition, or ammunition feeding device
will be authorized under this part. An
application on ATF Form 6 for such
conditional importation shall be filed,
in duplicate, with the Director. The Di-
rector may impose conditions upon any
importation under this section includ-
ing a requirement that the firearm,
firearm barrel, ammunition, or ammu-
nition feeding device be shipped di-
rectly from Customs custody to the Di-
rector and that the person importing
or bringing in the firearm, firearm bar-
rel, ammunition, or ammunition feed-
ing device must agree to either export
the firearm, firearm barrel, ammuni-
tion, or ammunition feeding device or
destroy same if a determination is
made that the firearm, firearm barrel,
ammunition, or ammunition feeding
device may not be imported or brought
in under this part. A firearm, firearm
barrel, ammunition, or ammunition
feeding device imported or brought
into the United States or any posses-
sion thereof under the provisions of
this section shall be released from Cus-
toms custody upon the payment of cus-
toms duties, if applicable, and in the
manner prescribed in the conditional
authorization issued by the Director.

[T.D. ATF-383, 61 FR 39321, July 29, 1996]

§478.117 Function outside a customs
territory.

In the insular possessions of the
United States outside customs terri-
tory, the functions performed by U.S.
Customs officers under this subpart
within a customs territory may be per-
formed by the appropriate authorities
of a territorial government or other of-
ficers of the United States who have
been designated to perform such func-
tions. For the purpose of this subpart,
the term customs territory means the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico.

§478.118 Importation of certain fire-
arms classified as curios or relics.

Notwithstanding any other provision
of this part, a licensed importer may
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import all rifles and shotguns classi-
fied by the Director as curios or relics,
and all handguns classified by the Di-
rector as curios or relics that are de-
termined to be generally recognized as
particularly suitable for or readily
adaptable to sporting purposes. The
importation of such curio or relic fire-
arms must be in accordance with the
applicable importation provisions of
this part and the importation provi-
sions of 27 CFR part 447. Curios or rel-
ics which fall within the definition of
“firearm’ under 26 U.S.C. 5845(a) must
also meet the importation provisions of
27 CFR part 479 before they may be im-
ported.

[T.D. ATF-202, 50 FR 14383, Apr. 12, 1985]

§478.119 Importation of ammunition
feeding devices.

(a) No ammunition feeding device
shall be imported or brought into the
United States unless the Director has
authorized the importation of such de-
vice.

(b) For purposes of this section, an
“ammunition feeding device’ is a mag-
azine, belt, drum, feed strip, or similar
device for a firearm that has a capacity
of, or that can be readily restored or
converted to accept, more than 10
rounds of ammunition. The term does
not include an attached tubular device
designed to accept, and capable of oper-
ating only with, .22 caliber rimfire am-
munition, or a fixed device for a manu-
ally operated firearm, or a fixed device
for a firearm listed in 18 U.S.C. 922, Ap-
pendix A.

(c) An application for a permit, ATF
Form 6, to import or bring an ammuni-
tion feeding device into the United
States or a possession thereof under
this section shall be filed, in triplicate,
with the Director. The application
shall contain:

(1) The name and address of the per-
son importing the device,

(2) A description of the device to be
imported, including type and cartridge
capacity, model and caliber of firearm
for which the device was made, country
of manufacture, and name of the manu-
facturer if known,

(3) The unit cost of the device to be
imported,

(4) The country from which to be im-
ported,
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(5) The name and address of the for-
eign seller and the foreign shipper,

(6) Verification that such device will
be marked as required by this part, and

(7) A statement by the importer that
the device is being imported for sale to
purchasers specified in §478.40a(b) or
physical or reasonable documentary
evidence establishing that the maga-
zine was manufactured on or before
September 13, 1994. Any one of the fol-
lowing examples, which are not meant
to be exhaustive, may be sufficient to
establish the time of manufacture:

(i) Permanent markings or physical
characteristics which establish that
the magazine was manufactured on or
before September 13, 1994;

(ii) A certification from the im-
porter, under penalty of perjury, that
the importer maintained continuous
custody beginning on a date prior to
September 14, 1994, and continuing
until the date of the certification. Such
certification shall also be supported by
reasonable documentary evidence, such
as commercial records;

(iii) A certification from the im-
porter, under penalty of perjury, that
the magazines sought to be imported
were in the custody and control of a
foreign Government on or before Sep-
tember 13, 1994, along with reasonable
documentary evidence to support the
certification; or

(iv) A certification from the im-
porter, under penalty of perjury, that
the magazine was in the possession of a
foreign arms supplier on or before Sep-
tember 13, 1994, along with reasonable
documentary evidence to support the
certification.

(d) The Director shall act upon appli-
cations to import ammunition feeding
devices as expeditiously as possible. If
the Director approves the application,
such approved application shall serve
as the permit to import the device de-
scribed therein, and importation of
such devices may continue to be made
by the person importing such devices
under the approved application (per-
mit) during the period specified there-
on. The Director shall furnish the ap-
proved application (permit) to the ap-
plicant and retain two copies thereof
for administrative use. If the Director
disapproves the application, the person
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